Playing Committee Report – Season 2006-2007

Once again pre-season training was well organised and well attended with Drew Powell in charge, ably assisted by John Widdecombe and Ben Cole. The practice matches against Kingsbridge and Ivybridge were extremely successful as was the Extras fixture at Brixham. New arrivals Tim Brazier and James Boyce from Paignton immediately fitted in as did Glen Channing from Launceston and Nick Bridge from Bridgewater. After the success of promotion into South West Two, there was still a little concern as to how well we would fare. Targets for the season were agreed; a top five finish and to win the Devon Cup. Perhaps a little optimistic, some said. 

After a slow start, the season kicked into life with three outstanding wins. 35 points at Newton Abbott, 101 points against Spartans at the Rec, followed by an outstanding 44 point victory at Taunton showed that we were not only going to survive in South West 2, but we were going to be pushing for a top position. Indeed at Christmas, we headed the table. Strangely, one of our most memorable performances was in defeat in the second round of the Powergen Cup, when away to National League Havant we dominated for periods of the match only to be beaten by the superior pace and fitness of the opposition in the final quarter.

Unfortunately, the match at Brixham which Torquay should have won but ended in an 8-8 draw, was a turning point in the season. Instead of gaining a good away point, after a helpful official pointed out a technical error, the points for the match were awarded to Brixham. This decision disappointed a lot of sports lovers in the bay, suffice to say Torquay would not have made the same complaint.

The season continued with our forwards more than a match for any team in the league and our backs showing glimpses of their ability and potential. As the league season drew to a close and promotion was out of our reach, the attention moved to our second target of winning the Devon Cup. Sadly, by now our home fixtures were being played at Torre Valley North due to the well documented problems with the drainage at the Rec. Excellent wins against Exmouth and Newton Abbott set up an exciting prospect of a final at nearby Paignton.

On a glorious day in front of a crowd approaching 2000, Torquay won the Devon Cup without ever really playing anywhere near our full potential. 16-6 was the result, and fairly soon the performance didn’t matter, as captain Ben Passenger held the cup aloft. Much celebration ensued in the clubhouse.

Third in the league and Devon Cup winners, the targets had been met thanks to a huge effort by all the squad and the back room staff.

Amazingly, that was not the extent of the club’s success, the Extras, under the inspirational captaincy of Dave Carpenter, crowned an outstanding season by winning the Devon Second Team League. Not to be beaten, the Quins, after another enjoyable season both on and off the pitch, were victorious in their respective Merit Table.

The Colts, under the tutelage of John Truscott and Mark Woodhead, went from strength to strength as the season progressed and it is hoped that a number of last year’s team will prove to be a real asset to the senior squad next year.

A mention of congratulation must go to Russ Morris and Richard Read for representing Devon at Twickenham in the final of the National Under-20 county championship. Both players made the effort to rush back to the Riviera Centre to take part in the end of season celebrations which were attended by well over 300 revellers.

All in all, an excellent season, and we all look ahead to next year with enthusiasm and a little confidence.

Kind regards

The Playing Committee


1stxv Awards

Player of the Year- Chris Hallett

Players’ Player of the Year-James Boyce

Coaches’ Trophy-Andy Knight

Most Improved Player-Matt Allanson

Most Appearances-Chris Hallett (Every Match)

